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House of Thol wins MKB Export Award ‘19 
Dutch green design brand pronounced winner by jury of MKB-Nederland, RVOnl, Regina Coeli and TNT 
 
Sustainable designers Thomas Linssen (37) and 
Jana Flohr (37) from Overasselt (NL) were 
officially crowned winners of the 7th MKB Export 
Award last Wednesday in a video call with Minister 
Sigrid Kaag of Foreign Trade and Development.  
 
The MKB Export Award is an encouragement prize for 
entrepreneurs who have the potential to successfully 
expand their business internationally.  
House of Thol wins the MKB Export Award because of 
“The beautiful combination of Dutch Design, sustainability 
and practical usability, that will do especially well abroad,” 
as stated by the jury. 
 
Linssen and Flohr are both designers and work together 
in their company since 2013. 
The goal of House of Thol is “making the everyday easier 
and more sustainable for ourselves and others”, says Jana 
Flohr. “We’re very passionate about what we do, creating 
innovative high quality designs solving everyday problems.”  
 
Easy Green Living 
House of Thol’s first product was Waterworks, a clever 
watering system for houseplants.  
Other innovative designs followed, such as the Flower 
Constellations (brass disks with hole patterns to playfully 
distribute flowers in a vase), Helios Constellations (to 
easily grow cuttings and pits into a water-rooted plant) 
and the Poma/Olera series (keeping your fruits and 
vegetables fresh for longer). 
 
Strong Brand 
House of Thol aims to build a strong brand and is in 
control of the complete design process. The designers 
work with various partners within the Netherlands and 
abroad to manufacture their designs. 
Flohr and Linssen sell their green collection to both shops 
and end-consumers.  
Via Social media and the House of Thol website, the duo 
connects with a growing international audience.  

Next to their brand collection, House of Thol works with 
partners like Ay Illuminate and Royal Dutch Ahrend 
designing furniture and lighting that is produced socially 
and locally, making use of redundant materials or 
materials with a small footprint.  
 
MKB Export Award 
As a winner of the MKB Export Award House of Thol 
receives: 
- A €15.000,- transport credit with TNT (will become 
FedEx Express). 
- A one-year membership of MKB Nederland 
- A Language course at language Institute Regina Coeli 
- A Business Partner scan by RVO Netherlands   
This is the seventh time the MKB Export Award is 
presented. 125 Companies participated in this edition. 
 
Video Call with Minister Kaag 
During the conversation, Minister Kaag mentioned to be 
looking into the possibilities of digital trade missions, so 
entrepreneurs can still get in contact with possible 
partners, producers and buyers abroad, without the need 
to travel. 
“I think we can arrange this in a smarter and more CO2 
neutral way”, according to Kaag. 
That would be a welcome opportunity, says Jana Flohr. 
“Showcasing our designs to people around the world is a 
great way to grow our name. Once they know what we do, 
people find us quicker. It would be very useful if the 
Ministry could facilitate a method to digitally present our 
designs to the right people”.  
 
International growth 
House of Thol has an ultimate goal of worldwide sales, 
but Flohr and Linssen focus on the German market first. 
“Earlier this year we successfully participated in the 
Passagen Design fair in Cologne, during which our designs 
were very well-received. We aim to grow that base, and the 
MKB Export Award will help us enormously.” 

 
 
 
Note for the editor  
 
House of Thol, based in the nature of Overasselt near 
Nijmegen (NL), was founded in 2013 by Thomas Linssen and 
Jana Flohr and aims to develop cleverly designed 
sustainable design solutions for easy green living. 
 
Thomas and Jana are happy to answer questions and tell 
their personal story. 
Scroll down for images 

  
For more information and interview requests get in touch: 
 
House of Thol   
Press contact: Jana Flohr 
Parksesteeg 8   www.houseofthol.nl 
6611 KH Overasselt, GLD  home@houseofthol.nl 
The Netherlands   +31 6 4222 7220 
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For Hi-Res downloads, visit the imagebank on www.houseofthol.nl – password: ‘imagebankHouseofThol’ 
 

During the videocall between House of Thol and Minister Kaag // photographs: House of Thol / Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 

     
Waterworks: Natural watering system for houseplants // Fotographs: House of Thol 
 

     
Flower Constellations: Effortless arrangements inspired by the stars // photographs: Masha Bakker Photography 
 

http://www.houseofthol.nl/


     
Ophiuchus: Flower Constellation XL // Photographs: Masha Bakker Photography 
 

     
Helios: Enjoy a growing plant from leaves to roots // Photographs: Masha Bakker Photography 
 

     
Poma/Olera: Keep your fruits and vegetables fresh for longer // Photographs: House of Thol 
 
 


